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DESCRIPTION
An accessible and inclusive scholarly writing 
textbook that empowers students to contribute 
to scholarly conversations in their disciplines 
and asks them to consider how their 
contributions can be shared with communities 
beyond the university. Examples are specific to 
Land & Food Systems and Forestry. 

IMPACT
The following chart is a summary of student 
responses to an end-of-term survey distributed in 
six course sections with three different 
instructors.

CHALLENGES & 
OPPORTUNITIES
• Pressbooks not intuitive navigation for users
• New impact study to go deeper into themes 

identified by end-of-term surveys
• Create a companion resource for instructors 

with in-class activities that pair with textbook 
content

• As course changes and evolves, content in 
the OER must change and evolve
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Table 1. Student Survey Summary

6. Promote Self-Efficacy & 
Persistence
• Chapter on overcoming writing anxiety
• Centers students’ affective learning domains

Scan QR code to access Writing Place: A Scholarly 
Writing OER

The following chart is a summary of the number 
of unique visitors to the online textbook per 
month, and the monthly number of pageviews 
between March, 2023 and February 2024.

Table 2. Monthly Unique Visitors and Pageviews 
from 03/2023 – 02/2024

This textbook was created at the University of British Columbia, on the traditional and unceded territory of the 
xʷməθkʷəy̓əm (Musqueam) people. As an uninvited settler on Indigenous territory, this land acknowledgement 
does not absolve me of my responsibility to work towards right relations every day.

5. Inclusion of Student Voices
• Student Narratives in each chapter

PROJECT GOALS
1. Cohesive Voice & Approach
• Same elements in each chapter (Questions 

for Reflection, Student Narratives, Test Your 
Understanding, Key Takeaways)

• Examples specific to Forestry and LFS
• Artwork from The Greats throughout

2. Accessible
• Inclusion of an accessibility statement
• Optimized for screen-reader technology
• Can be navigated using a keyboard
• All images have alt text
• Word documents of text have been included 

underneath images that contain text
• Information is not conveyed by colour alone
• Option to increase font size

3. Interactive
• H5P test-your-knowledge interactives in each 

chapter

4. Decolonial
• Consultations with Indigenous Initiatives Team 

throughout process
• Didn’t want it to be an “add on”
• Wrote “Science & Story” chapter
• Included “Decolonizing Citations” chapter
• Inclusion of Indigenous Voices & scholars 
• Situating writing on the land (place-conscious)

https://thegreats.co/home

